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CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 0904 
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TAGS: PFOR, AG, SS 

SUBJECT: SAHARA: WHAT RYDBECK DID AND DID NOT SAY 
REF: ALGIERS 0891 

1 . IN LIGHT OF MOROCCAN AND MAURITANIAN REFUSAL TO 
RECEIVE UNSYG'S SPECIAL SAHARA REPRESENTATIVE RYDBECK, 

WE SUBMIT FOLLOWING VERSION OF WHAT HE SAID ON 
CONTROVERSIAL SAHARA SUBJECTS DURING HIS STAY HERE. 

THESE COME FROM JOURNALIST WHO HEARD STATEMENTS MADE, 

AND WE BELIEVE THEM TO BE ACCURATE. 

2. STATUS OF SPAIN VIS-A-VIS SAHARA: ON MARCH 31, 

ALGERIAN PRESS CARRIED HEADLINE QUOTING RYDBECK AS 
SAYING THAT SPAIN WAS STILL ADMINISTERING POWER IN SAHARA. 
THIS "QUOTATION" EMERGED FROM RYDBECK'S RESPONSE TO OPENING 
QUESTION ADDRESSED TO HIM BY ALGERIAN NEWSMAN AT AIRPORT 
ARRIVAL PRESS CONFERENCE MARCH 30. NEWSMAN SAID, "DOES 
YOUR FIRST STOP AT MADRID CONSTITUTE A REAFFIRMATION 

THAT, FOR THE UNITED NATIONS, SPAIN REMAINS ADMINISTERING 
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POWER?" RYDBECK REPLIED, "YES" AND CONTINUED, IN 
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EFFECT: MY MISSION IS BASED ON UN RESOLUTION 3458 A 
AND B. SPAIN WAS MENTIONED IN BOTH PARTS OF THAT 
RESOLUTION. ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED IN 
NEW YORK, I AM VISITING ALL POWERS CONCERNED AND 
INTERESTED IN SAHARA, AND SPAIN IS ONE OF THESE. 

ACCORDING TO JOURNALIST, RYDBECK'S "YES" WAS CLEARLY 
ONLY A RHETORICAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF ALGERIAN NEWSMAN S 
QUESTION, NOT AN AFFIRMATIVE RESPONSE TO IT. 

3. NON-MEETING WITH SAHRAOUI GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES: 
IN PRESS CONFERENCE DURING HIS STAY IN TINDOUF, RYDBECK 
WAS ASKED WHETHER HIS FAILURE TO MEET WITH MEMBERSOF 
SAHRAOUI REPUBLIC GOVERNMENT CAME ABOUT AS A RESULT OF 
INITIATIVE ON HIS PART. RYDBECK RESPONDED TO THE EFFECT 
THAT IT WAS NOT A QUESTION OF THE SAHRAOUIS HAVING ASKED 
AND HIS HAVING REFUSED TO RECEIVE SAHRAOUI GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES. RATHER, SAHRAOUIS THEMSELVES HAD 
DECIDED NOT TO BRING MATTER UP. RYDBECK SAID HE 
APPRECIATED THAT THIS WAS DONE IN EFFORT TO AVOID 
COMPLICATING HIS MISSION. ALGERIAN PRESS DID NOT REPRODUCE 
THIS EXCHANGE EXCEPT TO NOTE THAT RYDBECK HAD TRIED NOT 
TO COMPLICATE HIS MISSION. 

4. QUESTION OF WHAT RYDBECK DID AND DID NOT SAY DURING 
VISIT TO ALGERIA SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN IMPORTANT TO 
MOROCCANS. MOROCCAN NEWS AGENCY (MAP) ASKED FOREIGN 
JOURNALIST HERE FOR VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF RYDBECK'S 
REMARKS UPON ARRIVAL AT ALGIERS AIRPORT. JOURNALIST 
CONSIDERED THIS TO BE DIPLOMATIC, RATHER THAN JOURNALISTIC, 
REQUEST AND THEREFORE DID NOT MEET IT.PARKER 
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